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Syllabus by the Commission: 

Division (D) of Section 102-03 of the Revised Code 
prohibits a public official or employee from solici- 
ting or receiving an honorarium for delivering a 
speech or participating in a seminar sponsored by a 
private corporation, if the honorarium.is received 
from a party interested in mat,, +*rs before the agency 
with which the official.or employee serves, or regu-. 
lated by.the agency. . 

.In your request for an Ohio Ethics Commission Advisory Opinion, you 
-asked whether the Ohio Ethics Law would prohibit a,public employee . 

from receiving an honorarium,.for participation in a seminar sponsored 
by a private corporation that is regulated by the department by which 
the person is,employed. 

You stated, by way of history, that you are a division chief for a 
. denartment of the state. Because of your expertise in a particular 

field, you have been asked to give a speech and participate in a 
panel discussion as oart of a seminar sponsored by a private coqora-' : 
tion thatis regulatied by the department. You asked whether receipt 
of a fee, in the form of an honorarium, for your participation in the 
seminar would be in violation of the Ohio Ethics Law. . 

Division (D) of Section 102.03 of the Revised Code provides: ' 

MO public official or employee shall use or attempt 
to use his official position to secure anythlng or 
value for himself that would not ordinarily accrue 
to him in the performance of his official duties, 
which thing is.of such character as to manifest a 

: . substantial and improper influence upon him with 
'. respect' to his duties. 

The elements of Division (D) of Section'102,03 of the Revised Code 
.are: . l-) a public official or employee; 2) is prohibited from using 
or attempting to use his official Fosition; .3) to secure anything of 
value for himself; 4) the thing of value must be something that .., 
Gould not ordinarily accrue to him in the performance of his official . 
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&ztibs ; 'and 5) the thing or' value must be or' such character. as t0 
maniftst a substantial.and ixtprocer in? 
to & YiS duties. 

,lle,",CB UpOil hi3l WiL> respect 
Violations of Dkzision (D) of Section 102.03 0;' +ii_e 

Revis2d Code depe,n,d u?on the speciZic m'acts and ci=cuctstanc2s of t:=2 
particular case. 

A'zerson employed as a'division chief by a de?artnent or' the state is : 
a public official or ernploye2" as that terx 1s de=;ned in Division - --- 
(3) 05 Sec%Fon 102.01 of the R2vised Code. A fee for ser:;ic=s izd t:-,n 

'is23 oi an honorarium is a "thing of valu2" that would not ors,?a=ilL7 
accrlle to a dFvision chief of a deparkxezt of the state in tk2 De=- 
5rmance of his oificial duties. You no&d that you are often as%2d 
.to give sueaches or par-,icipat= in seminars as part of your errr~lo~- 

merit , without additional comuezsatioh. in addition, t:le Ohio St&s 
Commission believes that solicitation or acceptance of a fe2, i-? ti= _ _ 
ZO~'I;~ of an honorarium, for a soecch and othe?= ?articLgation in a 
sztizar could ccnstituta improgez us2 or atteztpted us2 of oT^=~PJz 1 ------ 
;oslflon und2r this provision, de?e-ding on the facts and ckc*~- 
stances oi tke particular case. 

The acFl+cation or' Division (D) or' Section 102.03 oi tke Revis2d Code 
tzzrzs on whet-her ____ r--i~t or' an honorari um would be ."or' su& charac;a- mu- 
as to mar-i'f2st a substantial and izikgroqez inf',ue-?ce uoorf (the public 
oz-ficial or esmloye2) wit:h respect to his duties." This is a ques- 
tion of r'act t_iat depends on: 11 tSe nature or' t:he honorarium: and 

- 2) the Dar%:7 20171 whom it is =p=ived. --"u- The Cornmission believes that 
raca;gt of a f==, ---we_ in t;he fox of an honoraziux, iron a par57 "iz~ttr- .: 
estoi” in matk2rs befort the de?arxer?t or division with whic4 the 
~UiJ,, * ; ic officia I or ernaloyte serv25, or "regulated" by the agexy, may 
map;qast a substantial and FnEr9cer infLu23ce u?on the official or .-- - 
2.T.=loy7es with r2spect to his huti2s, since it could aTZ2ct subsequent 
daA;s;ons bythe official or ernpioyee in matttrs i.n,volving '&e MM- a donor 
05 t:Se honorarium. 

Fu'e conclude, therefore, that Division (D) 05 Saction 102.03 of the 
Rey7ised Cods prohibits a public official'or e_?Ls?~oyp_o_ fram soiisiting 
OTZ receiyring an honorarium for dellvezing a szee& or particF~atiz.g 
i2 a s2rtLzar 
receive< 

sponsored by a pr$vat2 coFYoration, iZ 31; honaraziuz is 
from a oarty w&c:? is eitker iz~ttrested in matte5 Sefsre 

&*-e agency with which the official or zxqloye2 s2zves, or r2gulat2d 
by that agency. 

__ _... 
. 

- your attktion is directed to Division (~j 05 section 2921-43 oi the ,. . 
‘: R:eyrised Code, which prohibits any public servant i~0Et"kl0wiIIg1y 

. soliciting or receiving "any corqensation or fte, other than as 
allowed by law, to perforx nis ofZ:icia!. dutieslm and Section 2921.02 
of the Revised Code, whi&h prohibits any promise, ofZ2z, or gift Or' . . . 
ay valuable thing or valuaBle benefit to a public oificialor em- 
?loyee with puqose,to corruat or i..n~'tueuce hizt with respect to his, . . 
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The Commission makes reference to these provisions official duties- . 
for your information. . 

. . 
The conclusions of this advisory opp$on are based on an examination 
of the facts presented. The Ohio Etnrcs Commission cautions tiat 
its advisory opinions may be re~~~~du~o,~t~~~~*~~~~~~~~~~~et~e~~~~~. 
tions arising under Chaqter 102. laws or rules. Code, uossible violations of other and do not address _ 

- tie Ohio Ethics Commission, t is the opinion Oi - 
an2 you - 

ed, that: Division. (D) of Sectiqn 102.03 or:.?" Revlsen . 
.ibrts h public official or eraployee. from solicrtlng or . . . 

livering a s?eec-i or partlc2eating Ln * an honorarium for de,- 
;oonsored by a private corporation, if the honorarrum 1s 
from a party interested m matters before 

t-ha aflg!m=V w.;tYl 
L-&b ‘-TV---; a. w-e 

official or employee serves, or regulate d by the agency. 

Therefore, i. 
are so advisr 
Code proh'- ' 
receiving 
seminar 5 
received 
which the 
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