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June 29, 2010 Informal Opinion 2010-INF-0629-2

Michael J. Piepsny, Executive Director

Cleveland Tenants Orianization

Dear Mr. Piepsny:

On February 11, 2010, the Ohio Ethics Commission received your letter requesting an
advisory opinion. You stated that you are a candidate for a seat on the newly created Cuyahoga
County (county) Council (council). You asked whether you may simultaneously serve on the
council and as the Executive Director of the Cleveland Tenants Organization (CTO), a 503(c)(3)
non-profit organization, which has contracts with several county agencies.

Brief Answer

The public contract provisions in the Ethics Law prevent those individuals who are
responsible for making public purchases and expending public funds from profiting or benefiting
from those purchases or expenditures, and from acting to secure such profits or benefits for
themselves or closely related parties.

As explained below, you would occupy a position of profit in the contracts between the
county and CTO. Therefore, R.C. 2921.42(A)(3) will prohibit you from holding both positions
when it becomes necessary for county council to act on any renewal or new award of contracts to
CTO. Once the existing contracts have ended, you will be required to step down from one of
the two positions if CTO wishes to continue to provide services to the county.

If you serve in both positions during the terms of the existing contracts, you will be
prohibited from: (1) authorizing, or taking any formal or informal action to secure, any contracts
or other things of value for CTO; (2) performing services for CTO on any matter that is before
any agency of the county; and (3) representing CTO before any public agency on any matter in
which you participated as an official of the county.
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